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DGD Requirements when Shipping Dangerous Cargo


1. STUFFING OF CONTAINERS


a. Co-loading

b. Placarding and  labelling

c. Lashing/securing

2. DOCUMENTS: FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE ON THE DGD


a. Basic description of the product:
· UN-number

· Proper shipping name

· Class/subclass

· Packing group 


b. Information regarding quantities:
· Type and material of the packagings

· Number of colli

· Weights

· Flashpoint


c. If applicable:
· Limited quantities

· Residue

· Marine pollutant


d. Container number


e. Vessel and routing


f. EMS number


g. Shipper, consignee and date 


h. Shipper’s declaration – signed !


i. Container packing certificate – signed ! 


j. EXTRA REQUIREMENTS FOR THE  U.S.A.:


· Reportable quantities

· Poison Inhalation Zone

· Exemptions (DOT-E numbers)

· Emergency Contact Phone Number: 
We double checked with HAZMAT:  1 (!!) number, even international, is sufficient as long as the person can assist
· Airbag or seat belt pretensioners Requirements (EX numbers)

· Lighter requirements

k. EXTRA REQUIREMENTS FOR CANADA:


· Emergency contact phone number:  
We double checked with HAZMAT:  1 (!!) number, even international, is sufficient as long as the person can assist
· Emergency Response Assistance Plan (ERAP numbers).


1) STUFFING OF CONTAINERS

Containers must be sea-worthy. Please bear in mind following: 

· Guidelines for co-loading of cargo IN the same container

· Correct marking and labeling of the container: at the 4 sides!! 
(also think of limited quantities and Marine Pollutant)

· The “lashing and securing” of the container.
Please make sure that all the dangerous goods are safely and steady/stable in the container. Rolling and shifting at sea does exist and ships are subject to this (forces of nature).
Also think of the fact that at destination (and possible earlier, in POL), the container will be opened. 
Cargo that is not properly lashed and secured can cause accidents, injuries or even claim human life!!
2) DOCUMENTATION: 
DANGEROUS GOODS DECLARATION (DGD) AND/OR CONTAINER PACKING CERTIFICATE (CPC)

2.a) INFORMATION REQUIRED ON ALL DGD’S REGARDLESS DESTINATION:
· The basic description of the dangerous cargo: 
1. The identification number (UN #) 
2. The Proper Shipping Name and  technical name between parenthesis if required  (the most NOS-entries require a technical name) 

3. the class, followed by subclass if applicable

4. the packing group (not necessary for class 1 and 2)
5. extra information e.g. Flashpoint, Marine Pollutant (*), Limited Quantity (**) 

        This information MUST BE IN THE ABOVE-MENTIONED SEQUENCE, without information
        being interspersed.

Example : UN1098 Allyl Alcohol 6.1 (3)  I (21C) MARINE POLLUTANT.

(*) Marine pollutant: should be in these words on the DGD. Not MARPOL, MP but “marine
     pollutant” 
(**) Limited quantity:  only in the words “limited quantity” or “LTD QTY” (not LQ, …)

· Information regarding the packaging and quantities. 
If applicable, INNER - and OUTER packing:
1. Type of packaging as well as the material of the packaging: drums, cartons, glass, 
steel, etc …
2. Number of packages

3. Gross weight (in kg)

4. Net weight (in kg)

5. Flashpoint, if required.
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· If applicable:

1. The words   “Limited Quantities” or “Ltd Qty”. 
=> should appear after the basic description.

2. The words “Residue: last contained”, in case of empty packaging or tanks that previously contained DG commodities.
=> should appear right after the proper shipping name

3. The words “Marine Pollutant or MAR POL” in case of marine pollutants.

· The container number(s):


The container number is not compulsary on the DGD
However, if the container number is not mentioned on the DGD, a separate CPC is need.

In case of a multimodal DGD (DGD and CPC in the same document), the container number is required. 
In case of multiple container numbers on the same document, it should be clear which container number is related to which commodity.
 
· Name of the vessel as well as port of loading/port of discharge.
· EMS-number:

This number is not compulsory on the DGD.
If you do mention it, it should be in accordance with the IMCD-code.

If the EMS-number is required but not mentioned on the DGD, another document should be provided, mentioning what to do in case of emergency/incident.

However, for OOCL it is not really necessary: our booking system foresees that the EMS number is automatically shown on the DG manifest.


· Shipper, consignee and date:

Name and address of both shipper and consignee should be mentioned on the DGD.
The date that the document as originally created or provided to the initial carrier should also be noted. 

· Shipper’s declaration:

This statement should be signed by the shipper. The shipper must be clearly identified: name, address … To put is shortly: all information needed to identify and locate the shipper
Furthermore, the date is required.

It can be signed manually, by typewriter or by other mechanical needs. 

· Container packing Certificate: 

The statement should be signed by the person (or his supervisor) who is responsible for the stuffing, lashing and securing of the container.
This person must be clearly identified: name, address … To put is shortly: all information needed to identify and locate the shipper.
Furthermore, the date is required.
It can be signed manually, by typewriter or by other mechanical needs.
In case of DGD and CPC in one document, both statements should be signed as described above. 
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2.b) EXTRA REQUIREMENTS FOR SHIPMENTS TO  U.S.A.:
You can find those requirements in section 171.12 of the 49CFR.

Link to the USA 49CFR regulations on line : http://www.myregs.com/dotrspa/
· Reportable Quantities

The letters, “RQ” or the term “Reportable Quantity” must be entered just before or after the basic description (Items 1-4 from above). It is the shippers (for export shipments) or consignees (for import moves) responsibility to ensure that the RQ is noted on the DG documentation for substances that fall into this category based on the weight of DG substance being shipped. Reference section 172.203(c).

· Poison Inhalation Zone (PIH)

In the USA most class 2.3 and class 6.1, PG I substances have been assigned a Poison Inhalation Zone. It is the consignors (for export shipments) or consignees (for import moves) responsibility to ensure that the PIH Zone is noted on the DG documentation. 

Reference section 172.203(m) of the 49CFR for additional information.

· Exemptions (DOT- E numbers)

Anytime the consignor or consignee has stated that the shipment is traveling under a DOT exemption the exemption number must be noted on the DG documentation
The number must be noted after the entry “DOT-E”. 
In most cases a copy of the exemption must also be attached to the DG documentation, this requirement is stated on the exemption itself. 

Reference section 172.203(a) of the 49CFR for additional details.

· Emergency Contact Phone Number

The phone number should be accessible from both inside and outside the US, therefore 1 800 numbers are discourages as they can not be reached from outside the US. Emergency Contact phone numbers must be available 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 

The person that answers the phone number must have the ability to immediately assist or put the caller in immediate contact with a person who can assist in the event of an emergency. General company phone numbers are not acceptable. 
The phone number must also be provided in a format that can be dialed from the USA directly. 
If the emergency contact is not located in the USA the full number including international access code and country code must be provided as it would be dialed from the USA.
Third party numbers for companies such as Chemtrec or Canutec can be used as long as the consignor and or consignee is registered with the company.  
DG substances shipped in LQ do not require emergency response numbers. 

For additional details on the USA requirements reference section 172.604 of the 49CFR.
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· Airbag or Seat belt pretensioners Requirements (EX numbers)

Any shipment of air bag modules, air bag inflators or seat belt pretensioners must be shipped under an EX number. The EX number is provided by the DOT after the air bag modules, air bag inflators or seat belt pretensioners have been approved for shipment by the Associate Administrator.

Reference section 173.166(c) of the 49CFR.

· Lighter Requirements

A letter from the Bureau of Explosives stating, that the lighters are acceptable for shipment, must accompany the DG documentation for any shipment of lighters into or out of the USA.

Reference section 173.21(h)(2)(i) of the 49CFR.
2.c) EXTRA REQUIREMENTS FOR SHIPMENTS TO CANADA.:

Link to the Transport Canada DG regulations online:http://www.tc.gc.ca/tdg/clear/schedule1form.asp
· Emergency Contact Phone Number

The phone number should be accessible from both inside and outside Canada, therefore 1 800 numbers are discourages as they can not be reached from outside Canada. 
Emergency Contact phone numbers must be available 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 
The person that answers the phone number must have the ability to immediately assist or put the caller in immediate contact with a person who can assist in the event of an emergency. General company phone numbers are not acceptable. 
The phone number must also be provided in a format that can be dialed from Canada directly. 

If the emergency contact is not located in Canada the full number including international access code and country code must be provided as it would be dialed from Canada. 
If the number is located within the Canada no international access code or country code should be provided with the number as it could not be dialed in that manner from within the USA. Third party numbers for companies such as Chemtrec or Canutec can be used as long as the shipper and or consignee are registered with the company. 
The Phone number must be preceded by the wording “24 Hour Number” or an abbreviation of these words.

For additional details on the Canadian requirements reference section 3.5(1)(f) and 3.5(2) of the Canadian Transport of Dangerous Goods Regulations.


· ERAP numbers (Emergency Response Assistance Plan)

Transport Canada requires shippers and consignees of certain Dangerous goods being shipped into or out of Canada to register an emergency response plan with Transport Canada. 
This plan must be reviewed and approved by transport Canada. Once approved Transport Canada will provide an ERAP reference number. 
The shipper must indicate this ERAP number on the DG documentation any time the amount of DG substance being shipped meets or exceeds the limit noted in the Dangerous Goods list noted in the Canadian Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations. 

Reference section 7.1(4) of the Canadian Regulations.
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